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It is indubitable that Prince Potemkin is, or appears
to be, more in favor than ever. It has been found
necessary to approve his disobedience. There are re-
ports that he has sought a reconciliation with the Grand
Duke, which he has accomplished.

The new Minister of Petersburg (the son of Field-
marshal Romanzow) is not successful here; intelligent
people, however, affirm he possesses understanding and
information. I know he has strong prejudices against
me, which I shall endeavor to remove, and to gain his
intimacy; for he is of such a nature that much may be
derived from his acquaintance. But you must feel I
stand in need of some instructions, or at least of a series
of questions, which shall serve me as a compass, and by
which I may obtain the customary intelligence. General
politics have for some years been very incoherent, for
want of possessing some fixed system. Which of the two
alliances, that of the House of Austria, or that between
the two Imperial Courts, Austria and Russia, ought to
be regarded as stable, sacred, and subordinate to the
other ? Is France resolved to quit her natural train, I
mean to say her continental system, for the maritime ?
If so, whether wisely or not, this will at least explain
our extreme cautiousness, in what relates to the projects
of the Court of Vienna.

The man who wants this knowledge can do little more
than wander at a venture; he may, with more or less in-
telligence, write a gazette, but, not having a sufficient
basis to build on, cannot be a negotiator. I entreat it
may not be supposed I have the presumption to interro-
gate; I only mean to explain, in very few words, such
of the reasons which, exclusive of my own want of ca-
pacity, and of the few means my situation affords me,
infinitely circumscribe that utility which I wish and labor
to be of to my country.

I hope I shall not be suspected of supposing any im-
portance annexed to those extracts from the German
newspapers, which I shall in future send by every courier.
It is purely an object of curiosity, but which I thought
might be agreeable in a country where, I believe, not a
single German gazette is received; and into which sont whatever mightself to Brunswick, and attaching
